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��� �к� �� �����������  Happy New 

Year and Happy Sankranthi from all the 
Trustees of TFAS and their families to 
you and your families. After the worst 
winter in a longtime last year, this year 

winter has been great, unless you are a snow lover 
and/or a skier. We will be paying less for heating and the 
government will have some funds left over from not 
cleaning the snow. Hopefully it will all be reinvested to 
improve our roads and improve the economy. Hopefully, 
I did not speak too soon. 

As many of you are aware, TFAS conducted 2012 
Sankranthi Celebrations on January 22nd at the 
Bridgewater Temple as a children’s program.  As a true 
testament to how TFAS has been thriving lately, we had 
over 600 people attend the event and over 280 children 
and adults participated in a variety of programs. The full 
day program was enjoyed by all. I want to thank 
everyone who helped us in successfully conducting this 
program. It was a great pleasure and fulfillment of all the 
hard work when kids come up to the registration desk 
and ask for a participation trophies and certificates and 
the look they have when they get a medal or a T-Shirt. I 
got some feedback after the event that the participation 
winners would have preferred something other than the 
good old cash and each item winner must be invited 
separately, even if they win in multiple categories.  We 
will make note of this and pass on this feedback for the 
next term trustees. 

Speaking of the next term trustees, we have been 
extremely busy with coordinating the election process for 
the next term. We received a record number of 
nominations, which is again a reflection of the popularity 
of the organization and the visibility of its leadership.          

Everyone can be accommodated with an opportunity to 
serve the organization, even if they are not elected to be 
the trustees. I want to thank the Election Committee and 
the Advisory Committee for assisting us and guiding us 
through this process. I am confident that people with true 
passion and dedication to serve the community and the 
organization will prevail and will continue the progress 
that has been realized in the recent years. An age old 
Mahakavi Sri Sri’s kavitha with an advice to achieve a 
better community comes to mind: 
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We are also in the midst of planning two events for 
March and April. The annual Thrimurty Day will be 
celebrated on March 18th in partnership with and at the 
Bridgewater Temple. Enrollment details for this event will 
be forthcoming.  We have reserved a venue for the 
Annual TFAS Ugadi function on April 7th. Given our past 
experience, we will focus on encouraging local talent 
with some assistance from some reputed artist(s) from 
India.  

I am looking forward to seeing you at our next 
program. Please visit www.tfas.net and continue to look 
for our upcoming programs. I look forward to your 
continued support in making TFAS the Organization of 
choice for Telugu people.   Until next time……             

Your TFAS President      Anand Paluri 

  
TFAS Sankranthi Samabaralu 

TFAS Sankranthi Samabaralu was conducted in a 
very festive atmosphere on January 22, 2012 at the 
Bridgewater Hindu Temple Community Center. This all 
day program was run very successfully by the TFAS 
Youth Committee under able guidance of our Youth Chair 
Bindu Madiraju and our Annual Events Chair Usha Akella.  
There were record 280 participants ranging in age groups 
from 6 to 65 years that participated in the event.  

Usha Akella did a splendid job of putting together an 
excellent On-Stage Program.  The children entertained 
every one with songs, dances, instrumental musical 
performances. In a true and exclusive TFAS tradition, 
competitions were held all day overseen by our President 
Anand Paluri.  The TFAS trustees ran each of these 
competitions: Rangoli competition, Poster/Collage, 
Bommala Koluvu, Cooking competitions organized by 
Manju Bhargava, Vasant Naidu Tanna, and Jainaryana 
Kureti; Telugu Text Reading and Telugu Poem Recitation 
organized by Anantha Sudhaker Uppala; Fancy Dress 
organized by Usha Akella and Bindu Madiraju.  The 
cooking competition again this year was appreciated by 

all; this year's specialties were Vadalu/Garelu, Burelu, and 
Bobbatalu. As a special note we thank all the spouses of 
the trustees who helped us conduct this event in a very 
organized manner.  

All the attendees were served a sumptuous Vindu 
Bhojanam prepared mostly by our trustees and their 
spouses and food donations from our local area 
restaurants Coriander Indian Cuisine, Edison and Cake 
Walk, Dayton.  The food co-ordination was managed by 
our President Anand Paluri and Membership Chair Vasant 
Naidu.  Our Community Chair Jainarayana Kureti was 
assisting wherever help was needed. Our Treasurer 
Suresh Makam managed the online and onsite registration 
without any hitch.  He was ably supported by Anand Paluri 
during on-site and by Anantha Sudhaker and Vasant 
Naidu on-line. Prize distributions for the competitions were 
held at the conclusion of all the cultural programs.  All the 
participants were given medals or T-Shirts with a Slogan 'I 
love TFAS' which they proudly displayed through out the 
day.  It was quite festive as our President Anand Paluri sat 
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at the registration desk and handed out these medals and 
T-shirts to all the participants throughout the day.  

All the youth volunteers were awarded community 
hours for their service. There were 13 youth volunteers.  
Their names are listed in this issue and on our website.   
All the names of the prize winners are also included in this 
issue.        

Thanks to Sri Damodar Gedala, for bringing a famous 
folk singer Smt. Aruna Subba Rao to the function. Smt. 
Aruna enthralled the audience with her folk and parody 
songs.  

The evening concluded with vote of thanks by 
Secretary Manju Bhargava.  She thanked and expressed 

gratitude to local restaurants for food donations, our 
volunteers, and judges for their time. 

Overall this was a very successful program and the 
Weather Gods were very kind for this event.  Please visit 
www.tfas.net and enjoy beautiful photo albums provided 
by our volunteers covering Sankranti Sambaralu of 2012.  
We look forward to your participation in upcoming years. 

                             
                                                 Manju Bhargava  

 

TFAS 2011 Deepavali Accounts Updated 

 
10/29/2011 Updated 

Donations:     

Competitions $2,117.00 $2,117.00 

Deepavali event $15,491.00 $20,786.22 

Total Donations $17,608.00  $22,903.22 

Expenses:     

School Rent $6,042.00 $6,212.50 

Food $3,500.00 $3,500.00 

Artists - airfare, hotel $7,120.57 $7,120.57 

Artists – payments $4,766.00 $4,766.00 

Sound  $650.00 $650.00 

Trophies $826.00 $826.00 
Misc. (decorations, 
supplies..) $1,664.88 $1,276.13 

Total Expenses $24,569.45  $24,351.20 

Net Deficit -$6,961.45 -$1,447.98 
Despite the unseasonal snow storm on October 29, 2011, 
thanks to the great effort and support of the TFAS 
members we have reduced the deficit for this event by 
$5,500.                    – Suresh Makam, Treasurer  

 

 

TFAS 2012 Sankranthi Accounts Jan. 22, 2012 

Collections:   

Donations, Participants Fee $3,783.00 

Expenses:   

Rent, HTCS Temple Auditorium $1,100.00 

Audio $101.00 

Medals & T-shirts for participants $775.04 

Gifts to winners $451.37 

Food supplies $499.24 

Total expenses $2,926.65 

Net Surplus $856.35 
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RRaavvii  SS..  CChheennnnaapprraaggaaddaa,,  MMDD,,  FFAAAAPP  
Board Certified in Pediatrics 

Experienced and individualized care 
 

Daytime, evening, or weekend appointments available 

 
On call 24 hours a day, 7 days week for emergencies 

Free pre-natal consultation 
Most insurance plans accepted 

 

Attending pediatrician at: 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital ▪ St. Peter’s Medical Center 

JFK Medical Center ▪ Somerset Medical Center 
 

▪ Two convenient locations  ▪ 
676 Route 202-206 North, Building 2      1667 Oak Tree Road 
Bridgewater, New Jersey        Edison, New Jersey 
(908) 927-1155         (908) 927-1155 
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2012 Sankranthi Competition Winners and Youth Volunteers 
 

Competition Category First Prize Second Prize Third/Fourth Prize

Sub-Junior Sruthi Manikonda Supriya Mamidi

Junior Kruthika Chintamani Uttara Vajinepalli

Senior Vinita Manda

Adults Vani Dharmaji Satya Vaddiparti

Bommala Koluvu Srinidhi Mallapragada

Bobbatlu Praveena Mamidi Meher Kiran

Vadalu Nagamani Dharba Meena Kurcheti

Poster Competition Pranav Dharba Indu Vaddiparti

Trisha Cherukuri (3rd)

Brinda Yerrabali (4th)

Senior Ankita Veta Abhi Tadakamalla

Junior Panchajanya Sriya Bapatla

Sub-Junior Lalasa Rachapudi Srilaasya Rayini

Senior Ankita Veta

Junior Panchajanya Suhas Etigunta

Sub-Junior Pranav Manikonda Lasya Cheruvu Amulya Natchukuri(3rd)

Senior Ankita Veta Srilaya Bhavaraju

Junior Panchajanya Gopikrishna Rayini

Sub-Junior Lalasa Rachapudi Amulya Natchukuri

Fancy Dress 

Sub-Junior Aasha Yeluri Pranav Manikonda

Rangoli (Muggulu)

Sankranthi Vantalu

Telugu Text Reading

Telugu Poem 

Recitation

Telugu Speaking

 

Anuja Gedala Nikhit Kethidi Vamsi Eppanapally

Lalit Akella Maya Tatikola Shruta Komaravolu

Jyotsna Grandi Prerana Madiraju Manasa Grandi

Saikumar Medicherla Vamsi Suryadevara Sravya Gummaluri

Ashrita Matta Vinita Manda

Youth Volunteers

 
 

Hanish Polavarapu 
Thirteen Indian American students were honored as part 
of the YoungArts program of the National Achievement in 
the Arts. Three Indian-Americans were selected to the 
group of 152 finalists, whereas the rest were awarded 
Honorable Mention and Merit Awards. The finalists 
represent the top 3 percent of more than 5,000 applicants, 
establishing themselves as the best artists in the nation. 
One of the three finalists is a New Jersey resident, Hanish 
Polavarapu of Siddhendra Kuchipudi Art Academy and 
student of Smt. Guru Swathi Gundapuneedi (TFAS Life 
Member), who was selected for the dance category. The 
finalists attended YoungArts Week in Miami from January 
8th to January 14th. The weeklong celebration featured 
master classes taught by world-renowned artists, as well 
as performances and exhibitions. Hanish, currently a 
senior in high school, has performed in programs 
conducted by TFAS on many occasions, and is a well 
established and rising dancer in the East Coast. Hanish 
completed his Rangapravesam in September 2011, and 
plans to continue his dance in the future. By achieving 
such a wonderful and prestigious honor by being counted 

as one of the top artists in the United States, Hanish has 
made the Indian Community proud.  
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Padmaja Tanna, Junior at Piscataway High school 
Padmaja Tanna junior at Piscataway High school, daughter of Vasant Naidu Tanna, TFAS 
Membership Chair, was selected for “Governor’s School of New Jersey”.  Governor's 
School of New Jersey is a unique summer program committed to meeting the educational 
needs of academically talented high school students who have completed their junior year. 
Earlier she got President’s award in Elementary school and Middle school; she is very 
much interested in Medical education. 
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BALACHANDAR JAYARAMAN 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

BUSINESS CONSULTANT 
282 SAVOY AVENUE 

EDISON, NJ 08820 
 
Email:  balajayaraman@msn.com 
732-539-0924 (tel)       Member:  AICPA 
732-382-3151 (fax)       Member:  NJSCPA 
 
Licensed as CPA in NJ & IL       

 

 

Free Initial Consultation               Low Cost / High Quality Service  

Prompt & Individual Attention by a CPA  

On-Time Performance            High Customer Satisf action 
       

 

� Tax Planning and Preparation  

� Accounting and Auditing Services 

� New Business Setup 

� Financial Statements:  Compilations, Reviews & Audits 

� Sales Tax and Payroll Tax Returns 

� Financial and Compliance Services for Government Programs 

� For Corporations, Partnerships, Individuals, LLC/ LLP & Non-Profits 

CALL ME AT 732-539-0924 
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